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Any author willing to write about a sensitive subject such as homosexuality, specifically in India, should be 

praised. Himanjali Sankar has surely made a statement with her coming of age novel.  

Talking of Muskaan is a book of tragedy, high school drama, laughter and friendship. Three very different 

people discuss Muskaan with their conflicting opinions. They discuss her life, her unhappiness and her 

thoughts, in their own separate worlds.  

Prateek is a popular, spoilt and rich teenager who is very influenced by his conservative family and is 

unaccepting of differences. Extreme pampering and reinforcement of a view that he is always right makes him 

unwilling to accept Muskaan’s way of being.  

Muskaan’s former best friend Aaliya is actually too busy figuring herself out to bother much about Muskaan. 

Her struggle with getting an identity for herself makes her seem outright rude but as her narration about 

Muskaan progresses she seems to have a better understanding of Muskaan and what she might be going 

through.  

Subhojoy is also an outsider to society and understands Muskaan better than anyone. Subhojoy is not from an 

affluent family and believes in hard work. He is good at studies and mostly keeps to himself. He becomes 

friends with Muskaan quite unexpectedly. Subhojoy accepts who she is easily. He is also willing to stand up for 

her when she, herself cannot. Subhojoy is the ideal friend. 

Muskaan refuses to be like all the other girls. Dressing up, waxing, hairdos, they're just not her thing. Everyone 

thinks she is weird and most of her classmates try to bully her into being like everyone else. Her gang of 

friends, Rashika, Srinjini, Divya and Aaliya who were really close to her at one point of time, start bullying her 

too. Muskaan doesn’t understand why they’re doing this or what happened to them. Rashika, Srinjini and Divya 

had been drifting away since quite a long time ago, now Muskaan was losing Aaliya too. Meeting Subhojoy 

helps but she still cannot figure anything out. Her world breaks somewhere and Muskaan gives up on life. 

This is a book sure to leave you thinking. About our country, laws and the effect they have on people. About 

unrecognized but significant happenings all around.  

Himanjali Sankar has done a great job of showing differences in opinion, points of view and way of being. 

Showing that what we think may be very different from reality. The layout of the book is such that each chapter 

pertains to the view of each of the three individuals: Prateek, Subhojoy and Aaliya. Muskaan’s thoughts are 

displayed perfectly without the reader ever getting into her head. Sankar has displayed the twists and turns 

wonderfully to lead the reader to the end. However the book may get confusing at times, because of the 

different time frames between chapters. That, though does not tarnish the incredible thought, a new view of the 

country, homosexuality and differences between people represented through the book. 

It is indeed a book with thought. Hats off to Himanjali Sankar, for a book as bold and full of understanding as 

Talking of Muskaan.    


